Babies given away on Pakistan TV show

A talk show in Pakistan has given away two baby girls live on television. The show is called Aman Ramzan and it is hosted by a popular celebrity Aamir Liaquat Hussain. Mr Hussain gave the two infants to two childless couples last month. Mr Hussain's show is famous for giving away computers, motorbikes and other goods. Many people believe he gave away the babies so that more people would watch his show during Ramadan. TV companies do their best during Ramadan to get people to watch their programmes. CNN said the baby giveaway worked for Mr Hussain because he got record numbers of people watching his show. He plans to follow up last month's show by giving away a baby boy next week.
The two babies were abandoned at one of Karachi's rubbish dumps. A welfare organisation rescued them. A spokesman for the charity said: "Our team finds babies abandoned on the street, in garbage bins. Some of them dead, others mauled by animals. So why not ensure the baby is kept alive and gets a good home?" He explained that he did research on the new parents, saying: "The couples were already registered and had four or five sessions with us." New mother Soraya Bilquis said she and her husband waited for 17 years to get a child of their own. She looked at her new baby and said: "My life is complete now because of her. I can't describe how happy I am because someone will grow up and call me mother."

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. How many babies were given away?
2. How many children did the new parents already have?
3. What are the usual prizes in the show?
4. What do TV companies try to do during Ramadan?
5. What will the host do next week?
6. Where were the babies abandoned?
7. What does the charity do to possible parents?
8. How many times did the charity meet the new parents?
9. How long had Soraya waited for a child?
10. What will someone call Soraya later in life?
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DISCUSSION

1. What did you think when you read the headline?

2. What springs to mind when you hear the word ‘baby’?

3. What do you think of giving away babies on a TV talk show?

4. Do you think shows in other countries will also give babies away?

5. What do you think of babies?

6. What do you think of Mr Hussain using the babies to get more viewers?

7. Is the TV show performing an important public service?

8. Would you watch such a TV show?

9. Should the TV show give lots of money to children's charities?

10. What would happen to the babies if they weren't given away?

11. Did you like reading this article? Why/not?

12. What do you think of people who abandon babies?

13. What should happen to people who abandon babies?

14. Is the baby giveaway OK if the babies get a good home?

15. Is the baby giveaway OK if it raises awareness of abandoned babies?

16. Will the child suffer at school if people find out she was given away?

17. What should governments do with abandoned babies?

18. Is the happiness of the new mothers most important?

19. Do you think the mothers are unhappy about anything with the show?

20. What questions would you like to ask the TV show host?

